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Conference of European Rabbis (C.E.R.) | November 10-12
This year’s Conference of European Rabbis (C.E.R.) took place in Athens, Greece on November; over 70 Rabbis 
from all over Europe participated. The Board of Rabbis met with the President of the Hellenic Republic, Mr. Proko-
pis Pavlopoulos, His Beatitude, Ieronymos II, Archbishop of Athens and All Greece, the Minister of Education, Re-
search and Religious Affairs, Mr. Nikos Filis and the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Ioannis Amanatidis. The 
Board of Rabbis also scheduled meetings with the Board of the Jewish Community of Athens and some prominent 
members at the JCC. Finally, the Rabbis enjoyed a tour of the school facilities. We were proud of the hard work and 
dedication our staff and volunteers exhibited to ensure the success of the conference. 
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The Jewish Community of Athens organized a number of charity 
activities for international “Mitzvah Day”. In cooperation with the 
World Jewish Relief and the Greek NGO ‘Praxis’, we collected med-
icine and clothes for the refugees in Lesvos and Idomeni. In col-
laboration with the Greek TV Channel ‘Skai’, the Community partic-
ipated in the “Together We Can” initiative (“Oloi Mazi Mporoume”). 
With the participation of the JCC and the school and during a few 
community social activities, we started a collection of non-perish-
able food items, winter clothes and basic medical supplies and 
medication for vulnerable people in our community. 

Community’s Leaders’ Participation in                  
Conferences

• Our President, Mr Minos Moissis, had the honor to be in-
vited to the Annual Meeting of the Ronald Lauder Foundation 
in New York, on December 14-15th .
• Our Fundraising Committee President, Sharon Benmayor, 
and Community Director, Taly Mair, participated in the 9th Eu-
ropean Conference of Jewish Social Welfare organized by 
ECJC-JDC and Jewish Care London on October 18-20th in 
London.

• Taly Mair and our JCC President, Monis Hallegoua, participated in the JCC Global Conference in Jerusalem 
on November 3-6th.  More than 500 participants from more than 24 countries and 100 communities 
came together to Jerusalem for the conference and despite the threats in Jerusalem during that period 
none of the participants cancelled.

• Moses Nahmias participated in the Arachim conference, the 7th European Conference for Jewish Educa-
tors” Challenges & Solutions” organized by Leatid and JDC and held in Warsaw, on November 22-24th.

It’s wonderful to meet friends from all over the world, exchange ideas, learn from others, discuss prob-
lems and share best practices. But the most important element of these conferences is that you feel 
you’re not alone but actually a part of something much bigger. “Kol Israel Arevim Ze Leze”.

-Taly Mair, Director of the Jewish Community in Athens

Mitzvah Day | November 29-30 

The Jewish Community of Athens honors                               
Mr. Moys Yousouroum

As announced a couple of months ago, our Community hon-
ored the Great Benefactor and prominent member of our 
Community, Mr. Moys Yousouroum, adding his name to the 
synagogue Etz Chaim’s patio as a minimal recognition of his 
long-standing and valuable offerings. The photo is from his 
recent visit to the Community’s offices, a visit that deeply 
touched all of us.

http://jccglobal.org/resources/our-newsletter/january-2016/#NL116Photos
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Social Welfare | Mitzvah Day 
On international Mitzvah Day, B’nai Brith and Benot Brit, in coop-
eration with our Social Welfare Committee, organized a special 
celebration for some vulnerable members of our Community. The 
event was accompanied by live music and was quite a success. 

Social Welfare | Birthday Event

At the end of November, a special birthday visit was planned for 
Mr. “R” who is currently institutionalized in a psychiatric clinic. His 
mother and some volunteers from the Social Welfare Committee 
and Ms. Elsa Pougakioti, social worker, helped celebrate his spe-
cial day with a birthday cake and love. 

School Activities | Kabbalat Shabbat

This year, with the assistance and guidance of our rabbi, Mr. Gabriel 
Negrin, every Friday the "Aba and "Ima" of each class have a differ-
ent mission: the 6th graders present the Parasha of the week, the 
5th graders present a person from the bible and the 4th graders sing 
a Jewish song. The rest of the students present projects about the 
weekly Parasha. 

School Activities | National Holidays Celebrations

On the 28th of October and the 17th of November, our students 
celebrated two important Greek National Celebrations; they pre-
sented projects about the history of each National Day, sang 
songs and performed a few theatrical plays. 

Our extra curriculum programs also started this year - we are 
proud to announce that over 40 students have enrolled in our 
Music Program, which offer piano, guitar, violin and drum les-
sons. The school also organized two sports teams: ping pong 
and judo and will participate in school tournaments. We also 
offer other clubs: Zumba, Parents Guidance, Debate Club and 
Krav Maga for parents, Cooking Club, Games and Robotics for 
Elementary School students and Dance and Lego club for our 
youngsters. 

School Activities | Clubs, Music Lessons & Sports
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School Activities | Hanukkah Bazaar

The Ladies of the Community, in collaboration with the 
School Committee, organized a very successfully Ha-
nukkah Bazaar at our school. The Bazaar tables were 
full of homemade delicacies, books, clothes, jewelry, 
ornaments and toys. Walking around the Bazaar one 
could enjoy seeing our volunteers behind their tables, 
full of passion in promoting their products. Our school 
was full of our Community’s families on this very joyous 
day that has become a tradition in our community.

JCC | “Mengele”, the play

On November the 1st, as part of an initiative by the Jew-
ish Community of Athens Cultural Center Committee, 
members of the Jewish Community of Athens watched 
a performance of the play “Mengele” at the Thission 
Theater. At the end of the performance, Dr. Nikos Sideris 
presented an excellent psychoanalytic interpretation of 
the play and then there was an audience discussion with 
the play’s author, Mr. Thanassis Triaridis. 

JCC | Kristallnacht

On November the 8th, Mr. Stavros Zoumboulakis, au-
thor and Chairman of the Supervisory Council of the 
National Library, gave a speech about Kristallnacht 
(Night of Pogroms) at the Ets Hayim Synagogue.                                      
Mr. Joseph Mizan, Secretary General of our Board, in-
troduced Mr. Zoumboulakis.
Mr. Zoumboulakis speech was very informative, thor-
ough and interesting. He emphasized that the term 
"Kristallnacht" is misleading, because it was used by 
the Nazis to downgrade the events, while the appro-

priate term all of us should adopt, is "Night of the Pogroms". He 
talked extensively about those events, developed the root causes 
of anti-Semitism and pointed out that the central nervous system 
of Nazism is Antisemitism. He also discussed the phenomena of 
fascism in contemporary Greece and Europe. He concluded his 
speech with thoughts on the difficult task of preserving the mem-
ory and transmitting the truth about historical events to the newer 
generations, tasks that Jewish communities ought to undertake. 
An interesting discussion with the audience followed.
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YOUTH (E.N.A.) Activities
On November 8th a group of 36 played the Please…mind 
the trap game, a new fad to hit Athens. On November 21st 

35 members of our youth group gathered to revive an ini-
tiative named “Tradition” originally created 15 years ago 
by an esteemed donor and member of our Community,                      
Mr Leonidas Levy; the group gathered at the Synagogue 
and later went out for bowling. We made a pledge not to 
let another 15 years pass to revive this great initiative!

YOUTH (E.N.A.): Please watch a video prepared by our youth board about the life of                                  
a young Jew living in Athens. Enjoy!   

Our new Madrich…

We are so pleased to welcome Mr. Nir Zachar, our new 
Early Youth (M.E.N.A.) Madrich from Israel. He is 23 years 
old, has completed his army service, and worked as a 
summer camp counselor in the US and a number of youth 
exchange programs in Israel. He is an accomplished guitar 
player and a Krav Maga instructor. He is very excited to 
become part of our community and we are thrilled to have 
him!

Nir already met with our Early Youth in several occasions. Other than 
meeting them in our school Clubs he organized a barbecue with our 
Rabbi during Hanukkah. Also, on the last days of the year they went 
to the “Athens clue” - a new, intellectually stimulating labyrinth of 
clues and puzzles aimed to bring out participants’ inner private de-
tective in a live room escape adventure. Τhe kids had a lot of fun and 
made a great connection with our Madrich. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kL11lCgbzbw&feature=youtu.be

